
 
 
MINUTES OF MEETING OF MUNICIPAL DISTRICT OF LETTERKENNY-MILFORD MEETING, HELD 
ONLINE, ON 9 FEBRUARY, 2021 AT 2:00 P.M. 
 
MDL64/21 MEMBERS PRESENT 
 

Cllr. Liam Blaney 
Cllr. Kevin Bradley 

  Cllr. Ciaran Brogan 
  Cllr. Donal Coyle 

Cllr. Jimmy Kavanagh 
Cllr. Donal Kelly 
Cllr. Michael Mc Bride 
Cllr. Ian McGarvey 
Cllr. Gerry McMonagle  
 

MDL65/21 OFFICIALS PRESENT 
   

Liam Ward, Director of Service 
Patricia McIntyre, Area Manager, Housing & Corporate Services 

 Bernadine McGee, Staff Officer, Housing & Corporate Services 
 David McIlwaine, S.E.E. / Area Manager, Roads & Transportation 
 Elaine McEntee, Executive Planner 

Francis Conaghan, Development Officer 
Joe Ferry, A/Senior Executive Scientist 
Ciaran Martin, Economic Development 
 
The meeting was chaired by Cllr. Donal Coyle 
 

MDL66/21 VOTE OF SYMPATHY  
 

Cllr. Donal Coyle proposed a vote of sympathy to Cllr. John O’Donnell on the 
death of his Grandmother and also to Noelle Alcorn, Milford PSC on the death 
of her mother. 
 
The Members expressed a wish to be associated with the votes of sympathy 
and added their votes of sympathy to everyone who has lost a family member 
during the current difficult period. 
 
Liam Ward on behalf of the Staff present added his votes of sympathy to 
everyone who has lost someone during this very challenging time. 
 

MDL67/21  MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 
 
There were no matters arising from the Minutes of the previous meeting. 
 

 
 
 



MDL68/21 ADOPTION OF MINUTES  
 

On the proposal of Cllr. Gerry McMonagle and seconded by Cllr. Donal Kelly the 
Minutes of meeting of 19 January 2021 were adopted. 
 

MDL69/01  EMERGENCY MOTION 
 

 Cllr. Donal Coyle advised that he had received an Emergency Motion and that 5 
Members are required to sign same in order to proceed.  The Members 
unanimously agreed that the following Motion should be included: 

 
“That we suspend Standing Orders at this Municipal District Meeting (Feb) to 
allow Members to raise the Concerns of Tenants of the Council in 
Letterkenny/Milford MD in relation to the increasing disrepair of a significant 
amount of houses that seem to be displaying the signs of homes affected by 
MICA and that we now Call on Donegal County Council as a matter of urgency 
to put in place a process whereby we can identify the number of houses 
affected, Test and assess each house and put in place a Time-framed Process 
for Repair.” 

 
 It was agreed that the Motion would be discussed after Item No. 23. 
 
MDL70/21  BARRIER ON RAMELTON ROAD 
   

On the proposal of Cllr. Jimmy Kavanagh and seconded by Cllr. Michael 
McBride, the following motion was adopted: 

 
"That the Council replace or repair the damaged barrier just past the Silver 
Tassie on the right hand side going to Ramelton, as it is dangerous." 
 
 Members were advised that: 
 
“A contractor has been appointed to carry out the repairs to this Section of 
Barrier. The works have been delayed due to the current COVID restrictions. 
The contractor will commence these works when restrictions allow.” 

  On proposing the motion Cllr. Kavanagh advised that this had been raised with 
him by local residents.  A few sections of the barrier have been damaged but in 
one section in particular the barrier has come away from the metal support.  
He is concerned that there could be a serious accident there.  

 
  He advised that he was happy with the response given and asked that the 

repairs be treated as essential and carried out as soon as possible. 
 

MDL71/01  LOUGHNAGIN AND GOLF COURSE ROADS EXITS 
 

 On the proposal of Cllr. Jimmy Kavanagh and seconded by Cllr. Michael 
McBride, the following motion was adopted: 
 



"That the Council engineers look at possible improved safety options at the 
Loughnagin and Golf Course Roads exits to the Ramelton road." 

Members were advised that: 
 
“I will forward these locations to the Road Safety Engineer to carry out a 
Safety Assessment and to consider what actions may be required.” 

On proposing the motion Cllr. Kavanagh advised that his had been raised by 
Residents who are worried about the safety of school going children who are 
getting buses at this location which is at a bend on the road.  There are also 
buses dropping people off in the evenings on the Kiltoy side of the road and the 
people then have to cross the road.  There is limited space in the area and no 
signage.  He asked that the road be lined and signage erected and if possible a 
bus shelter be erected.  This would make it much safer and a bus shelter would 
also benefit the Local Link customers. 
 
Cllr. Kavanagh welcomed the response given and asked that the Members be 
advised of the outcome of the safety report and recommended proposals. 

 
MDL72/21 BACK LANES IN LETTERKENNY 
 

On the proposal of Cllr. Jimmy Kavanagh and seconded by Cllr. Gerry 
McMonagle, the following motion was adopted: 
 
"That the Council consider ways of getting the remaining back lanes in the 
town completed." 

Members were advised that: 
 
“A policy proposal was developed for the maintenance of roads and 
footpaths, public lighting, green areas and back lanes in Council housing 
estates.  The policy was considered and agreed by the Roads and 
Transportation and Housing and Corporate Strategic Policy Committees at the 
end of the term of the previous Council.  The policy was considered by the 
Council but was not finalized. 

It is proposed to bring the policy as recommended by both Strategic Policy 
Committees previously to the next meetings of the Roads and Transportation 
and Housing and Corporate Strategic Policy Committees for consideration and 
adoption.  The draft policy proposed that estates would be surveyed and that 
annual programmes of maintenance and improvement works and budgets 
would be developed.  The carrying out of the works would be done in the 
most efficient manner either by contract or direct labour depending on the 
circumstances.” 

On proposing the motion Cllr. Kavanagh stated that this has been ongoing since 
the Town Council days.  The work used to be done by the Town Council but 
there are a few laneways outstanding since then.  This matter is raised every 
year. 



 
Cllr. Kavanagh acknowledged the positive answer but was concerned that if 
costs are split between Roads and Transportation and the Housing and 
Corporate Services that this might affect funding for Housing repairs. 
 

MDL73/21  MILFORD / LETTERKENNY ROAD 
 
On the proposal of Cllr. Ian McGarvey and seconded by Cllr. Liam Blaney, the 
following motion was adopted: 
 
"That this Council carry out work at Junctions entering on to the Milford / 
Letterkenny Road in preparation for proposed work to upgrade this Road." 

Members were advised that: 
 

“There is currently no funding available for these works. If funding 
opportunities become available we will consider these works for inclusion.” 

On proposing the motion Cllr. McGarvey noted that this road has not been 
listed for upgrade.  He believes that the road should be prepared and made 
ready for when funding is available for resurfacing.  Otherwise time will be 
wasted.  The volume of traffic on this road is greater than the Letterkenny to 
Mountaintop road.  The list for roadworks needs to be looked at.  The Council 
should be progressive and start works. 
 

MDL74/21 ROADWORKS IN LETTERKENNY/MILFORD MUNICIPAL DISTRICT 
 

On the proposal of Cllr. Ian McGarvey and seconded by Cllr. Liam Blaney, the 
following motion was adopted: 
 
"That this Council consider if it would make Economic sense to borrow the 
money to carry out the Roads works proposed for the Letterkenny / Milford 
Municipal District." 

Members were advised that: 
 
“If motion adopted I will forward the request to Senior Management for their 
consideration.” 

On proposing the motion Cllr. McGarvey expressed concern that roads listed 
for works in Year 4 would not be done given the length of time it takes to get 
funding from Government.  A spend of €4 million over 5 years is €20 million.  It 
is frustrating that nothing is happening and work is not being done with over 
900 staff and access to the Departments.  He believes that the Council should 
borrow €16 million and that more discussion is needed on this.  The work could 
be done in 2 years if the money was borrowed.  He believes that tenders 
should be sought and a comparison done and that it would make economic 
sense. 
 



Liam Ward advised that this needs to be considered centrally.  There are limits 
to what a Local Authority can borrow even though the borrowing rates are low.  
The Local Government Sector has a borrowing limit and each Local Authority is 
competing within that limit. 
 
Cllr. McGarvey thanked Liam for his response said he is happy to work with the 
Executive on this and that the help of all the Representatives in Government 
needs to be enlisted. 
 
Liam Ward noted the points raised by Cllr. McGarvey and advised that a 
submission is made every year by the Local Authority in relation to borrowing.  
He advised that he would ask Richard Gibson to discuss the limitations with 
Cllr. McGarvey one to one.  
 

MDL75/21  MAST AT DRUMONAGH WOOD, RAMELTON 
 
On the proposal of Cllr. Ian McGarvey and seconded by Cllr. Liam Blaney, the 
following motion was adopted: 
 
"That this Council provide justification for how Planning could be granted 
without consideration for the Residents of The Ramelton High Amenity area 
and what report was carried out prior to allocation namely for RMR & )l. No 
19/51352 Tel. Mast for Drumonaghan Wood Ramelton." 

Members were advised that: 
 

“The planning assessment and decision taken by the Council and the 
subsequent assessment and decision of An Bord Pleanala form the basis of 
the determination of the development at Drumonaghan Wood in accordance 
with the provisions of the legislation.  The consideration of the application, as 
is required in particular by the provisions of Part III of the Planning & 
Development Act 2000 (as amended), included consideration of a notable 
number of public submissions relating to the development and these were 
considered as part of the decision making process.  All parties who made a 
formal submission to the application were notified of the decision by the 
Council and were afforded the opportunity to further appeal the case.  This 
statutory right was availed of and the matter was appealed to An Bord 
Pleanala who considered the development afresh, considered the matters 
raised in the appeal documentation and granted the development permission 
on appeal.” 

 On proposing the motion Cllr. McGarvey expressed his concerns that this 
company has permission to provide a structure in a high amenity area that has 
been available for use for over 400 years by the public. 

 
MDL76/21  MOSS ROAD TO SOCKAR 
 

On the proposal of Cllr. Donal Kelly and seconded by Cllr. Ciaran Brogan, the 
following motion was adopted: 

 



"That this Council make the Moss Road leading to Sockar one of their main 
priorities to be fully resurfaced once lockdown is lifted and works commence 
again." 

 Members were advised that: 
 
“This is included in the adopted Programme and will be prioritised when 
lockdown is lifted.” 

On proposing the motion Cllr. Kelly said that he was delighted with the 
response that this work will be prioritised when lockdown is lifted.  A number 
of people have been in contact with him.  The potholes have been filled but the 
road is sinking.  The road is used by people travelling to Letterkenny.  He 
thanked David McIlwaine and the Roads team and asked that it is prioritised.  

 
MDL77/01 ISSUES WITH BURST PIPES IN ROSSBRACKEN, MANORCUNNINGHAM  
 

On the proposal of Cllr. Donal Kelly and seconded by Cllr. Ciaran Brogan, the 
following motion was adopted: 
 
“That this Council make immediate contact with Irish Water due to an 
ongoing issue in the Rosbracken area of Manorcunningham where there is a 
serious ongoing issue of the Local Residents in the area having no Water due 
to bust Pipes. This is a matter of urgency.” 
 
 Members were advised that: 
 
“In anticipation of this motion being adopted by Letterkenny Milford 
Municipal District, Donegal County Council has forwarded this motion to Irish 
Water (IW), and requested a response.  Any response received by the Council 
will be passed on to the Municipal District. 

There are a number of avenues available to the Elected Members to raise 
queries/ questions with Irish Water which include use of the dedicated Local 
Representative telephone number 1890 178 178 or the dedicated Local 
Representative Support Service email localrepsupport@water.ie.” 

It was noted that Cllr. Gerry McMonagle has a similar motion at Item No. 14 on 
the Agenda and it was agreed that the two motions would be discussed 
together. 
 
Cllr. Brogan referred to motions raised by Cllr. Ian McGarvey.  He stated that 
not enough money is being provided for roads.  A Programme has been 
adopted and a special funding package is needed to get the work done.  He 
fully supports Cllr. McGarvey’s motion. 
 
Cllr. McGarvey wanted it noted that the Council could borrow the money and 
don’t have to make repayments on the money if it is not spent. 
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 On proposing this motion Cllr. Kelly stated that he was happy with the 
response that his motion would be forwarded to Irish Water.  He has received 
numerous calls from residents who have had no water supply 4 to 5 times in 
the past 6 to 7 weeks.  Over 300 plus homes are without water when this 
happens.  It happened early in December and again on Christmas Day he 
received calls about no supply.   He made direct contact with Irish Water and 
they did respond.  The problem is still recurring.  There are elderly people living 
in the area and children currently being homeschooled.  Water is not drinkable 
or usable for up to a week after.  Quick fixes are no good, a permanent solution 
is needed.  Residents are having to travel to buy water which is not safe in the 
current pandemic but they have no choice.  Every home should have good 
clean water. 
 
On proposing his motion Cllr. Gerry McMonagle noted that he too had been 
contacted by Residents in the area due to water off because of bursts.  
Christmas Day was one of those days.  Residents have to wait after for grit etc. 
to clear before it can be used.  There are elderly people in the area and concern 
for families there also.  He referred to the areas once referred to as the Lagan 
Dessert.  The late Cllr. Eddie Fullerton got the Pollan Dam constructed and 
water was then brought to those areas.  It would seem that the problem has 
now moved to this area.  It is important that the problem is investigated and 
that pipework is replaced where required.  He noted that it is outside the remit 
of Donegal County Council and that it is up to Irish Water who have a Service 
Level Agreement with the Council.  There is a lack of responsibility by them.  He 
asked that the pressure be kept on them to supply all parts of the County.  An 
immediate investigation is needed into the infrastructure.  Irish Water need to 
invest in the County. 
 

MDL78/01 DRAINAGE ON N14 AT MONDOOEY LOWER, MANORCUNNINGHAM 
 

On the proposal of Cllr. Donal Coyle and seconded by Cllr. Liam Blaney, the 
following motion was adopted: 
 
"That this Council request Transport Infrastructure Ireland to carry out urgent 
drainage on the N14 at Mondooey Lower, Manorcunningham." 

 Members were advised that: 
 
“The Area office will investigate this matter and will apply for funding from 
the TII to carryout the necessary improvements.” 

On proposing the motion Cllr. Coyle noted that this is part of a busy road from 
Letterkenny to Lifford.  When there is heavy rain the whole road is flooded.  
The Council need to ensure that the drains are cleaned.   
 
Cllr. Coyle stated that he is happy with the response that the Council will 
contact TII.  This is a long stretch of road where water gathers when there is 
heavy rain. 
 

 



MDL79/01 DEPOTS FOR GRIT 
 

On the proposal of Cllr. Donal Coyle and seconded by Cllr. Liam Blaney, the 
following motion was adopted: 
 
"That this Council consider having a number of small depots where road grit 
for Winter Maintenance would be stored so that the public could have easy 
access to it." 

 Members were advised that: 
 
“There are 34 locations within the MD that Grit stock piles are left for public 
access. These locations are detailed on the Donegal County Council Website. 
The attached document gives a breakdown of the locations.” 

On proposing this motion Cllr. Coyle noted the response given in relation to 
areas where sand is left for public use.  The spirit of his motion relates to 
footpaths and roads in the town area in particular.  Where do people in the 
town go to get grit, the area in town is not accessible to the public.  A number 
of depots are needed in the town.  People are using salt which is destroying the 
concrete footpaths which are costly to repair. 
 
David McIlwaine advised that the response given was taking the Municipal 
District as a whole.  He said that he would take into consideration what Cllr. 
Coyle had said and try to identify locations in the town where sand would be 
needed.  He agreed that the use of salt can cause severe damage to footpaths 
and that stockpiles would be useful. 
 

MDL80/01 FOOTPATH ON GLENCAR ROAD 
 

On the proposal of Cllr. Gerry McMonagle and seconded by Cllr.  Ciaran Brogan, 
the following motion was adopted: 
 
"That we include in next Year’s Foothpath and Lighting Programme the 
Footpath on Glencar Road from Mc Govern Road Junction up to Pine Court as 
it is in a bad state of repair." 
 
 Members were advised that: 
 

  “This can be considered as part of the 2022 Footpath programme.” 

On proposing the motion Cllr. McMonagle stated that he had been contacted 
by Residents in relation to the state of the footpath and the lack of lighting 
there.  There is an elderly population in the area and there is a danger to them 
of tripping or falling.  He asked that this be included in the Footpath and 
Lighting Programme.  He referred to a previous Motion raised by Cllr. Ciaran 
Brogan in relation to the Glencar Road.  He asked that the work on this 
footpath be carried out as part of that work instead on in 2022.  If the road is to 
be resurfaced then the footpath could be done at the same time and one extra 
light put in.  This would be more cost effective. 



 
David McIlwaine advised that he would look at the option and if funding is 
available.  He said he would assess the kerbing to see if it is ok.  He is not sure 
about the provision of extra lighting as ducting may be required.  If it is just a 
matter of resurfacing the footpath that would make sense to have the works 
carried out at this time. 
 

MDL81/01 RENAME LECKVIEW LANE 
 

On the proposal of Cllr. Gerry McMonagle and seconded by Cllr. Jimmy 
Kavanagh, the following motion was adopted: 
 
"That we rename "Leckview Lane" in Letterkenny to "Eunan "Busty" Blake 
Way" in recognition of Eunans contribution and achievements to Sport across 
the North West Region." 

 Members were advised that: 
 
“The Leckview Lane, as it is commonly known, is in private ownership and not 
a County Road.  If the owner applies to have the lane taken over by the Roads 
Service and such application is approved, the naming of the lane can be 
considered at that time, subject to the motion being adopted.” 

On proposing the motion Cllr. Gerry McMonagle advised that he had received a 
request from the Blake family and felt that it was a worthy motion.  He is aware 
of the exploits and achievements in soccer of the late Mr. Blake.  He was a 
great family man with high integrity who worked with Donegal Oil.  The lane is 
the roadway to the Letterkenny Rovers pitch.  He played for Finn Harps and 
Sligo Rovers and Letterkenny Rovers/Crusaders.  He was a great role model and 
still is today.  He also managed Finn Harps and other teams.  The Council have 
adopted a policy of naming places after well known people. 
 
Cllr. McMonagle noted that the laneway is in private ownership and is not a 
County road.  He has spoken to one of the landowners, and this landowner is 
happy to do what needs to be done to rename the lane and won’t stand in the 
way.  The Council should talk to the landowners and put this process in place.  
He hopes that this renaming can take place in the near future in the memory of 
Mr. Blake and his contribution to soccer and life in Letterkenny. 
 

MDL82/01 WATER BURSTS IN MANORCUNNINGHAM / CORKEY AREAS 
 

This Motion was proposed by Cllr. Gerry McMonagle and discussed in 
conjunction with Item no. 9 - Motion raised by Cllr. Donal Kelly. 
 
"That this MD calls on Irish Water to investigate the continued Water Bursts 
in the Manorcunningham/Corky areas and to invest in the water 
infrastructure in the area to address these growing water bursts." 

 Members were advised that: 
 



“In anticipation of this motion being adopted by Letterkenny Milford 
Municipal District, Donegal County Council has forwarded this motion to Irish 
Water (IW), and requested a response.  Any response received by the Council 
will be passed on to the Municipal District. 

There are a number of avenues available to the Elected Members to raise 
queries/ questions with Irish Water which include use of the dedicated Local 
Representative telephone number 1890 178 178 or the dedicated Local 
Representative Support Service email localrepsupport@water.ie. 

MDL83/01 CAR PARK AT BALLYMASTOCKER BEACH 
 

On the proposal of Cllr. Liam Blaney and seconded by Cllr. Ian McGarvey, the 
following motion was adopted: 
 
"That this Council upgrades the Car Park at the toilets at Ballymastocker 
Beach {Magherawarden} as it is no longer fit for purpose, especially the 
Disabled Parking Bays." 

 Members were advised that: 
 
“We are carried out an assessment of the works required to upgrade this 
carpark and preparing a cost estimate for these works. When this is 
completed we will attempt to identify a source of funding to carry out the 
works.” 

On proposing this motion Cllr. Blaney referred to the toilets at Magherawarden 
which is under the shadow of Knockalla.  The surface of the car park is uneven 
with water lying in hollows.  The disabled bays are flooded and access to the 
toilets are flooded.  He asked that the Council consider repairing the car park 
whether it be the Environment or Roads Section.  He welcomed the response 
given. 
 

MDL84/01  ROAD FROM MCADOO’S CORNER TOWARDS RAMELTON 
 

On the proposal of Cllr. Liam Blaney and seconded by Cllr. Ian McGarvey, the 
following motion was adopted: 
 
"That Roads Section of this Council seek Funding for improvements to a very 
dangerous section of the road from Mc Adoo's Corner towards Ramelton." 

 Members were advised that: 
 
“We will investigate this issue and have a Safety assessment carried out and 
if remedial measures required be will attempt to identify sources of funding.” 

  On proposing the motion Cllr. Blaney noted that there is a deep drain on the 
right hand side with a lot of water lying in it.  The road has sunk which makes 
this more dangerous.  If a driver lost control on this road they could end up in 
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the drain.  A barrier should be put in place and resurfacing of the road should 
be considered. 
 

MDL85/21 MOUNTAINTOP ROUNDABOUT 
 

On the proposal of Cllr. Ciaran Brogan and seconded by Cllr. Kevin Bradley, the 
following motion was adopted: 
  
"That this Council re -name the mountaintop roundabout to the George Boal 
roundabout in recognition of his massive contributions in the area , in 
creating the Pinehill business units and creating lots of job creation and 
business development in the mountaintop area of Letterkenny over the 
years." 

 Members were advised that: 
 
“The motion is noted and if adopted the Council will make the necessary 
arrangements to advance the request.” 

On proposing the motion Cllr. Brogan noted that his Father had mentioned this 
idea to him a few months ago and he felt it was a good idea.  He noted that 
there wouldn’t be much in the area if it hadn’t been for George Boal who has 
made a vast contribution to jobs in the area.  He started off in 1961 which is 
now 60 years ago and this would be a nice gesture to rename the roundabout 
in his name.  It was a massive foresight by him to provide over 50 units there 
which has led to many developments in the area.  The businesses located there 
have made a huge contribution to rates and other businesses. 
 
On seconding the motion Cllr. Bradley noted how he had approached Mr. Boal 
in 1999 when he was starting out with Highland Bakery and he had been a 
great help to him. 
 
Cllr. McGarvey stated that he wanted to be associated with this and noted that 
he is a foward looking man.  He also stated that he was delighted that “Busty” 
Blake would also be recognised.  The County thrives from people like them. 
 
Cllr. Brogan thanked the Members for their support and noted that this is a 
good decision and he looks foward to seeing the name signs on the 
roundabout. 
 

MDL86/21 ROAD SUBSIDENCE ON CHURCHILL SIDE OF KEELOGS JUNCTION 
 

On the proposal of Cllr. Michael McBride and seconded by Cllr. Donal Kelly, the 
following motion was adopted: 
 
"That the Roads Section of Donegal County Council assess the road 
subsidence on the Churchill side of the Keelogs junction as a matter of 
urgency and form a plan to remedy the situation ASAP." 

 Members were advised that: 



 
 “We are investigating this issue and are in contact with the affected 
landowners. We will arrange to carry out the necessary remedial action as 
soon as is practical.” 

On proposing the motion Cllr. McBride advised that he has been contacted by 
the County Council since raising the motion and that they had met with the 
landowner.  The road is falling away.  It is used by school buses and quarry 
lorries.  The landowner has agreed to let the Council pipe the drain and build 
up the road.  He looks forward to this being done and thanked the Council for 
being proactive.  He noted that this could be done in conjunction with Cllr. 
Kelly’s proposal. 
 

MDL87/21 FUTURE PLANS FOR TOWN OF LETTERKENNY 
 

On the proposal of Cllr. Michael McBride and seconded by Cllr. Jimmy 
Kavanagh, the following motion was adopted: 
 
"That the Letterkenny Municipal Councillors ask for a joint meeting with Irish 
Water, the Minister of Housing, the TII and any other relevant bodies to 
discuss our future plans for the town of Letterkenny and the infrastructural 
deficits that must be addressed so our town can develop in a structured and 
sustainable manner." 

 Members were advised that: 
 
“Subject to the motion being adopted, Corporate Services will arrange to 
follow up on the request.” 

On proposing the motion Cllr. McBride referred to the plan for the 
development of Letterkenny and Donegal towards 2040.  None of this can be 
achieved without the commitment by outside agencies.  He is in agreement 
about what needs to be done to make the town an economic driver.  The south 
side of the Swilly needs to be developed; water and sewerage infrastructure is 
required.  It is not viable for a contractor or development company to do this 
on their own.  The services need to be put in.  The Council need to talk to the 
Minister for Housing, Minister for Roads, Minister for the Environment and 
Irish Water and other relevant bodies.  Their support is needed.  If City status is 
to be achieved and the LYIT is to become a University the Council must use 
every advantage to drive this forward. 
 
On seconding the motion Cllr. Kavanagh noted that Cllr. McBride had covered 
the matter well, this had been discussed in the workshops and he is happy to 
support the motion. 
 
Cllr. McGarvey referred to a submission made some years ago by a Developer 
who was prepared to put services in place.  It might be worth following up on 
this now. 
 



Cllr. McMonagle referred to previous requests to get Irish Water to meet with 
the Council.  He welcomed the motion.  He noted that Irish Water are still 
resisting to talk face to face with the Council.  They have no plans to increase 
services at this time.  The Executive must put pressure on them to meet with 
the Members and to invest in infrastructure.  He asked that Irish Water be 
included in the motion. 
 
Cllr. McBride noted that he was happy to include that in the motion.  The Plan 
needs a solid footing as discussed in workshops.  It may take time to organise 
this but asked that a date be sent to the Members for when this could happen. 
 

MDL88/21 WATER MAIN FROM LETTERKENNY TO GLENSWILLY 
 

On the proposal of Cllr. Michael McBride and seconded by Cllr. Donal Kelly, the 
following motion was adopted: 
 
"That the Letterkenny Municipal Area ask Irish Water to give us a report on 
the condition of the water main from Letterkenny through New Mills to 
Glenswilly and the ability of the current pipeline to handle the volume of 
water required at peak flow." 

 Members were advised that: 
 
“In anticipation of this motion being adopted by Letterkenny Milford 
Municipal District, Donegal County Council has forwarded this motion to Irish 
Water (IW), and requested a response.  Any response received by the Council 
will be passed on to the Municipal District. 

There are a number of avenues available to the Elected Members to raise 
queries/ questions with Irish Water which include use of the dedicated Local 
Representative telephone number 1890 178 178 or the dedicated Local 
Representative Support Service email localrepsupport@water.ie.” 

On proposing the motion Cllr. McBride noted that he had received calls from 
Residents about the mains that runs from the town past Conwall to Glenswilly.  
He has received complaints of dirty water and lack of pressure.  The mains has 
been in place a long time and there has been a lot of construction in the area 
above road level.  The capacity is not enough and there have been some bursts 
on the mains.  A new watermain may be required.  He asked that a report be 
obtained from Irish Water on the condition, volume, capacity and pressure of 
the mains. 
 
On seconding the motion Cllr. Kelly said he was glad to second the motion.  The 
issue needs to be looked at and the lack of water pressure.  The water is not 
suitable for drinking. 
 
Cllr. McBride thanked Cllr. Kelly for his support. 
 

 
 

mailto:localrepsupport@water.ie


 
MDL89/21 ABBEY PARK, MANORCUNNINGHAM 
 

On the proposal of Cllr. Kevin Bradley and seconded by Cllr. Donal Kelly, the 
following motion was adopted: 
 
"That the Council cut the hedge's and bushes at Abbey Park 
Manorcunningham its in an awful state." 

 Members were advised that: 
 
“The maintenance of Hedges and Shrubbery along the roads is the 
responsibility of the landowner. Donegal County Council will contact the 
landowner where a particular hazard has been identified.” 
 
 On proposing the motion Cllr. Kevin Bradley noted the response that the 
landowner is responsible.  He felt that the Council should be responsible and 
should look at the hedges.  He did not agree with the response given. 

 
MDL90/21 CARPARK AT CORRAVADDY WOODS 
 

 On the proposal of Cllr. Kevin Bradley and seconded by Cllr. Michael McBride, 
the following motion was adopted: 

 
"That the Council extend the Carpark at Corravaddy Woods with this 
lockdown the traffic is parked everywhere." 

 Members were advised that 
 
“This carpark is under the ownership of An Coilte. Donegal County Council has 
no funding to carry out these works. We will assess the situation at this 
location and will liaise with An Coillte to see if a solution can be identified.” 

On proposing the motion Cllr. Bradley noted the response and said he was 
delighted that this would be looked at.  He noted that Coillte are responsible as 
it is their property.  People need to get out to walk and the parking area needs 
to be 3 times what it is to accommodate the cars that are parking there. 
 
David McIlwaine advised that he would liaise with Coillte and that he is aware 
of the serious problem with parking there. 
 
Cllr. Bradley thanked him for his response and noted that people need 
somewhere to go.  This area is within 5km limit for people in the Oldtown and 
Crievesmith areas. 
 

MDL91/21 WINTER MAINTENANCE AT KILLYLASTIN & KILLYCLUG 
 

 On the proposal of Cllr. Kevin Bradley and seconded by Cllr. Ciaran Brogan, the 
following motion was adopted: 

 



 "That Killylastin & Killyclug be added to the winter gritting scheme." 
 
 Members were advised that: 
 
“A County wide workshop has been arranged for next week the addition of 
this route can be considered as part of this meeting.” 

 
 On proposing the motion Cllr. Bradley noted that this has been highlighted 
before.  Salt and sand is needed on the road.  There are ratepayers in the area 
and they cannot get vans out on the road.  There are also elderly residents in 
the area. 
 
On seconding the motion Cllr. Brogan asked that a workshop / zoom meeting 
be facilitated in the Municipal District in advance of the Plenary Meeting on 
16th February.  The Members of the Municipal District need to meet before the 
Plenary Meeting to discuss the roads locally. 
 
Cllr. Coyle advised that he had talked to David McIlwaine about this and 
suggested that a workshop be held on Friday 12th February at 10am.  This was 
agreed. 
 
David McIlwaine advised that he would send an invite to the Members. 
 
Cllr. Bradley thanked Cllr. Brogan for his support and agreed that it was a good 
idea to meet locally first. 

 
MDL92/21 EMERGENCY MOTION 
 

 On the proposal of Cllr. Gerry McMonagle and seconded by Cllr. Ciaran Brogan, 
the following motion was adopted: 

 
“That we suspend Standing Orders at this Municipal District Meeting (Feb) to 
allow Members to raise the Concerns of Tenants of the Council in 
Letterkenny/Milford MD in relation to the increasing disrepair of a significant 
amount of houses that seem to be displaying the signs of homes affected by 
MICA and that we now Call on Donegal County Council as a matter of urgency 
to put in place a process whereby we can identify the number of houses 
affected, Test and assess each house and put in place a Time-framed Process 
for Repair.” 

 
On proposing the motion Cllr. McMonagle referred to the frustration of 
tenants whose patience has run out.  They are waiting 5 or 6 years or longer for 
something to be done.  Multiple representations have been made in relation to 
the deteriorating conditions to a significant number of house.  Photos have 
been sent in to the Council as evidence of the damage done.  Motions have 
been submitted to both the Municipal District and Plenary Council and nothing 
has happened for the Council tenants.  He added that he is shocked at the 
condition of the houses with dampness, paint peeling, cracks on walls, kitchen 
units coming off the walls.  People are currently bound to their homes more.  



Some form of repairs are needed to make life better until money has been 
received from the Government.  Some people have been moved from the 
worst houses.  These houses are boarded up and some have scaffolding around 
them.  This is affecting the mental health of the tenants.  The Council need to 
look at borrowing money to ensure the tenants have proper housing and not 
wait for handouts from Government. 
 
He noted that the Council has been engaging with the Department for funding 
but this has been said before and no specific funding details have been given.  
It is noted that an annual allocation is expected but what is this based on.  It 
will take years for work to be done by the time tenders have been requested 
and contracts issued.  The Council cannot wait that long.  He asked that the 
Council make arrangements to borrow money and begin the process to repair 
houses and remove the pressures from tenants.  The Council is taking rent from 
them and the tenants need some hope that repairs will be done.  Some of the 
repairs are just normal repairs while others are because of mica.  In some cases 
a lack of drainage is causing damage to the properties.  It will cost more now to 
do repairs than if they had been addressed before this due to further 
deterioration.  The Council need to make an effort to address this. 
 
On seconding the motion Cllr. Brogan noted that he had received a lot of 
contacts from Residents.  They are suffering with anxiety and stress during this 
challenging time.  He asked that the Housing Workshop be rescheduled as a 
matter of urgency to get an action plan in place.  There are 1600 units in this 
Municipal District with only 5 or 6 maintenance staff and that is not enough.  
He asked for a commitment to reconvene the Workshop to address the 
concerns. 
 
Cllr. McGarvey stated that he wished to support the motion as this is the 
biggest scandal in the County.  The Executive need to carry out a survey of 
Local Authority housing.  This won’t go away. 
 
Cllr. Blaney stated that he fully supported the motion and agreed that 
something desperate needs to be done.  He referred to someone who had 
been emailing the Council since 2016/2017 about the problems.  An action plan 
needs to be in place.  50 or 60 of the worst cases were to be referred last year 
but the problems will not be sorted for years.  An Engineer should be employed 
to report on the problems, take samples have them tested and report back to 
the Council.  There are a limit to the number of labs available for testing which 
is causing a backlog.  Private houses are a step ahead leaving Council properties 
at the back end of the queue.  A meeting is needed with the Minister to get 
more labs for testing or private labs established.  So far there are 180 
applicants with 120 of those in the last 5 months of 2020 and 60 in 2021.  
Staffing levels to deal with this are not enough which could cause a delay in the 
process; extra staff should be provided for this. 
 
Cllr. Kavanagh stated that he wished to support the motion. He had received 
several calls and a lot in the last few days and an email last night.  Some 
tenants have been moved leaving houses empty and prone to anti social 
behaviour.  This can affect an estate.  Some people in the estates have bought 



out their houses and now have mortgages to pay in estates that are 
deteriorating because of anti social behaviour.  This is the most important 
motion this year and a workshop is needed. 
 
Cllr. Bradley supported the motion.  He is getting calls about the houses that 
are in an awful state.  A workshop is needed. 
 
Cllr. McBride congratulated Cllr. McMonagle on raising the motion.  When 
Members were last out canvassing it was evident how much mica there was.  
180 applications is only the start with the floodgates about to open.  People are 
trying to paint houses and fill cracks.  This is similar to the problem with 
unfinished housing estates and workshops are still being held for that.  Cracks 
and chunks of plaster falling is a health and safety issue.  He supported the call 
for a workshop. 
 
Cllr. Kelly supported and welcomed the motion.  He too has received numerous 
calls and emails including photos recently.  It is embarrassing that people are 
living in that state.  This is a matter of urgency. 
 
Cllr. Coyle welcomed the motion and thanked Cllr. McMonagle for raising it.  
He had spoken to Patricia McIntyre and suggested that the Housing Workshop 
be reconvened on Friday after the Winter Gritting Workshop at 10am and the 
zoom meeting with the Killylastin Residents. 
 
A discussion was held in relation to a suitable date.  It was suggested that the 
Garda Superintendant be invited to attend the meeting with the Killylastin 
Residents as there are anti social concerns and that John Gallagher from 
Housing HQ in Lifford also attend in relation to the units to be built. 
 
It was agreed that the Housing Workshop would be held on Thursday 18th 
February at 10am. 
 
Patricia McIntyre stated that she was sorry that Tenants had been affected by 
issues in their homes and that she would take on board the comments made.  
She added that she had received the photos from Tenants and that these will 
be investigated.  She welcomed the date for the Workshop and advised that 
the relevant staff will be available. 
 
Cllr. McMonagle thanked the Members for their support and the Executive for 
their response.  It is important that everyone is on the same page.  The Tenants 
have had to live in these conditions for so long with no way out.  There is no 
quick fix but the length of time for the process to happen is too long and if 
there is an option to fast track the process it needs to be considered.  The 
Council should look at borrowing the money in the knowledge that the grants 
will be forthcoming from the Department.  The houses need to be made fit for 
purpose. 

 
MDL93/21 MAYORS BUSINESS 
 

93.1 Local Enterprise Office 



Cllr. Donal Coyle advised that he had attended 2 zoom functions organised by 
the Local Enterprise Office 

i. The launch of Donegal Stories – Michael Tunney and his team have done 
fantastic work on this 

ii. The Food Coast – a Food Coast Donegal Producer Directory has been 
launched showing the opportunities for food businesses showing that 
travel, tourism and food work hand in hand.  He complimented the LEO 
on their work. 

 
93.2 Direct Provision Centre 
Cllr. Coyle advised that he had spoken to Shane O’Connor this morning for an 
update.  The work has been completed on the centre and a mobilisation 
inspection is to be carried out on Friday this week.  If the work done is in order 
then Members will be given an opportunity to visit the centre.  A meeting will 
then take place and any concerns can be raised at that meeting.  There is no 
date for this yet.  It is hoped that everything will be on track for the first group 
to move in by the end of the month.  The first group will be the asylum seekers 
currently in emergency accommodation in Portsalon. 
 

MDL94/21 CORRESPONDENCE  
 

Patricia McIntyre advised that she has received 3 items of correspondence. 
 
94.1 Tourism Unit 
The Tourism Unit want to arrange a Workshop with the Contractor, Tourism 
Development International, and the Members on a 5 year Tourism Strategy for 
the Council.  The dates suggested are Friday 5th March at 2pm or Monday 8th 
March in the am.  As there is another workshop on the morning of 8th March it 
was agreed to have the workshop on Friday 5th March at 2pm. 
 
 94.2 Deputation from Green Schools Initiative 
Aine O’Loughlin has been in touch in relation to the deputation which was 
agreed last year on the Green Schools Initiative. It was agreed that this 
deputation would take place at 1.30pm on 9th March the date of the next 
Municipal District Meeting. 
 
94.3 Donegal Intercultural Platform 
Correspondence has been received from the Co Chair of the Donegal 
Intercultural Platform who wish to make a presentation on their role and 
function.  They will have a role in the Direct Provision Centre.  It was agreed 
that this presentation would take place at 12 noon on 9th March. 
 
Cllr. Coyle asked Patricia to notify the Members of all the agreed dates and 
times.  Patricia confirmed that she would do this. 
 

MDL95/21 ENVIRONMENT 
 

 The contents of the Environment report as circulated with the Agenda were 
taken as read. 

 



 Cllr. McMonagle raised a query in relation to life rings at beaches.  He asked if 
there are regular audits, how often they are done and if the Council has a 
surplus available for when life rings are missing or stolen so that they can be 
replaced.  He referred to an article in the Tirconaill Tribune in relation to life 
rings that were covered up and there was a difficulty getting them. 
 
Cllr. Brogan acknowledged the good work done by the Environment Section 
and the voluntary Tidy Town and Tidy Community Groups who are out lifting 
rubbish.  He thanked the Environment team who are very helpful and 
supportive and he also thanked the volunteers. 
 
Cllr. McGarvey noted that there are 11 islands off the coast of Donegal.  It has 
recently been announced that unless the islands are fully habitable that grants 
will be removed by the Government.  One in the local area is Island Roy at 
Carrigart.  It is important that funding is maintained. 
 
Joe Ferry responded in relation to query from Cllr. McMonagle.  He advised 
that the life rings are inspected regularly and daily in some places during the 
summer months.  There is a surplus available for replacements where required. 
 

MDL96/21 ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, I.S. & EMERGENCY SERVICES 
 

 The contents of the Economic Development, IS and Emergency Services report 
as circulated with the Agenda were taken as read. 
 
96.1 Local Enterprise Office 
Ciaran Martin advised that Local Enterprise Week is to take place in the first 
week of March with information available on the website. 
 
96.2 Brexit 
Ciaran also advised that there a lot of Brexit supports available with 
information available on the website. 
 
96.3 Commercial Rates 
Ciaran noted that Commercial Rates waiver has been extended until March 31st 
and there are different conditions.  A press release has been issued and 
information is available on the website. 
 
96.4 Rural Innovation Fund 
Minister McConalogue recently announced the Rural Innovation Fund for rural 
areas for projects combining Tourism and Food.  Funding of up to €25,000 is 
available.  Anyone with suitable projects should be pointed in the direction of 
that funding. 
 
Cllr. McBride welcomed the rates waiver extension.  He noted that business 
people will be happy with this.  He thanked the Council for being proactive in 
this. 

 
 
 



MDL97/21 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIVISION 
 
The contents of the Community Development Division report as circulated with 
the Agenda were taken as read. 

 
Francis Conaghan advised that he had nothing to add to the report. 
 

MDL98/21 ROADS & TRANSPORTATION 
 

 The contents of the Roads report as circulated with the Agenda were taken as 
read. 
 
David referred to the update report on the Joe Bonner Road and noted that 
there had been questions from Cllrs. Donal Coyle, Gerry McMonagle and 
Michael McBride in relation to the road. 
 
He advised that the road would have been completed but this is delayed due to 
Covid.   There are 3 to 4 days of pavement works to be done with junction 
works such as signal lights to be put in place.  This will be done as soon as 
possible.  He advised that he would get back to the Members with a date for 
the opening. 
 
Cllr. Brogan thanked David for his report.  He stated that potholes and essential 
works should be a priority now particularly in the Manor, Glenmaquin and 
Trentagh areas.  Roads should be doing more and also in the town area.  Other 
areas of work are suffering. 
 
David noted that the frost had a detrimental effect on the roads and noted that 
they were responding in a reactionary manner.  He said he would review this 
and increase work being done if possible. 
 
Cllr. Blaney referred to works to be carried out on the wall in Ramelton.  He felt 
that works on the Joe Bonner Road should be more essential. 
 
Cllr. McGarvey expressed concern at what is being done with the wall in 
Ramelton.  Concrete has been put on the wall leaving no space for stone. 
 
David advised that the Marine Section was doing this work and that it had been 
assessed as essential.  For the Roads Section potholes and emergency drainage 
are the essential works.  He would need approval to get work recommenced on 
the Joe Bonner Road. 
 
Cllr. McGarvey referred to potholes in Gleann Tain. 
 
David advised that he had not been made aware of any issues there prior to 
this. 
 
Cllr. Kelly referred to his question on the survey on Newmills Bridge.  The 
report states that the surface is within the required specifications.  This is not 
satisfactory and he asked if he could see the results.  A non slip surface is 



required or the road should be resurfaced.  It will be too late when something 
happens. 
 
David advised that the survey indicated that the surface meets the 
specifications but he undertook to review this. 
 

MDL99/21 HOUSING & CORPORATE SERVICES 
 

 The contents of the Housing and Corporate Services report as circulated with 
the Agenda were taken as read. 
  

MDL100/21 PLANNING SERVICES  
 

 The contents of the Planning report as circulated with the Agenda were taken 
as read. 
 
100.1 Planning Clinics 
Elaine advised that Planning Clinics have resumed and that they are being held 
fortnightly by phone and on Zoom. 
 
Cllr. Blaney acknowledged the great work being done by Elaine and Geraldine 
in accommodating the public.  A great service is being provided. 
 

 

QUESTIONS 
 
MDL101/21 FOOTPATH AT LISMONAGHAN 
 

In answer to his question asking that the Council include extending the 
footpath at Lismonaghan Hill down to the junction, Cllr. Jimmy Kavanagh was 
advised: 

“The adopted 2020 footpath and lighting programme has included €15,000 for 
the refurbishment of the footpath at the bottom of Lismonaghan hill to the 
junction with the Leck Road.” 

 
MDL102/21 ARD O’DONNELL 
 

 In answer to his question requesting that the gullies in Ard O'Donnell be 
cleaned as they are very badly blocked, Cllr. Jimmy Kavanagh was advised: 

 “This will be added to the Road Maintenance programme.” 
 
MDL103/21 ROUNDABOUT AT O’DONNELL PARK 
 

In answer to his question asking if there are any opportunities emerging to 
provide a piece of art at the roundabout at O'Donnell Park, that would 
recognise the St. Eunan's GAA Club; as per my previous motion on the 90th 
anniversary of the club in 2020, Cllr. Jimmy Kavanagh was advised: 



 
"The Council’s public art programme is based on the public art budget, which is 
associated with the capital programme.  Confirmation of recent capital 
developments with an associated public art budget is being followed up with 
the relevant services. 

In some instances a budget is provided from other sources, in which case public 
art is not dependent on the Council’s own capital programme and can be 
delivered independently of it.   

This proposal will be considered further when a funding source is identified.” 

MDL104/21 ROAD TO MILFORD WATER TREATMENT PLANT 

In answer to his question asking when will Irish Water repair road to Milford 
Water Treatment Plant, Cllr. Ian McGarvey was advised: 
 
“This is a matter for Irish Water who have advised that queries of this nature 
concerning Irish Water Plans and Operations should be directed through the 
Local Rep Support system provided by Irish Water. 

There are a number of avenues available to the Elected Members to raise 
queries/ questions with Irish Water which include use of the dedicated Local 
Representative telephone number 1890 178 178 or the dedicated Local 
Representative Support Service email. localrepsupport@water.ie. 

A copy of this query has been submitted to localrepsupport@water.ie on behalf 
of Cllr McGarvey for response back to him directly.” 

MDL105/21 METER READING SYSTEM AND RATHMULLAN PIER 
 
 In answer to his question asking if Irish Water will put in place a proper Meter 

reading system where on a very high reading is that the reader would contact 
the consumer and advise that they may have a water leak, this could avoid a 
very high Bill being issued? Can I have a report on the survey carried out on 
Rathmullan Pier, Cllr. Ian McGarvey was advised: 

 
“This is a matter for Irish Water who have advised that queries of this nature 
concerning Irish Water Plans and Operations should be directed through the 
Local Rep Support system provided by Irish Water. 

There are a number of avenues available to the Elected Members to raise 
queries/ questions with Irish Water which include use of the dedicated Local 
Representative telephone number 1890 178 178 or the dedicated Local 
Representative Support Service email localrepsupport@water.ie. 

A copy of this query has been submitted to localrepsupport@water.ie on behalf 
of Cllr McGarvey for response back to him directly.” 

 
 

mailto:localrepsupport@water.ie


MDL106/21 WALL AT SHORE ROAD, RAMELTON 
 

 In answer to his question as to when is it intended to build the Wall at Shore 
Road, Ramelton, Cllr. Ian McGarvey was advised: 

 
“A Contractor has been appointed and is currently assessing when to 
programme the works. When river level conditions allow the Contractor will 
proceed with the works. This Contract is deemed essential works thus are not 
subject to Covid restrictions.” 

MDL107/21 PEDESTRIAN CROSSING IN MANORCUNNINGHAM 
 
 In answer to his question requesting an update please on the Pedestrian 

Crossing in Manorcunningham, Cllr. Donal Kelly was advised: 
 

“These works were due to be completed in January but have been delayed due 
to the Current Lockdown. These works will be programmed to be completed as 
soon as restrictions allow.” 

MDL108/21 SURFACE SURVEY ON NEWMILLS BRIDGE 

In answer to his question requesting an update on when the Surface Survey is 
going to be completed on Newmills Bridge? This is a matter of urgency that this 
survey is carried out and a non slip Surface put in place, Cllr. Donal Kelly was 
advised: 

 
“This survey has been completed and results indicate that the Surface is within 
the required specifications. We are in the process of having a Salt Bunker 
erected at this location to assist when there is frost present.” 

MDL109/21 FOOTBALL FIELD IN OLDTOWN 
 

 In answer to his question asking if the Council is the legal owner of the Football 
Field in Oldtown, Cllr. Donal Coyle was advised: 

 
“The Council is the registered owner of the lands shaded on the map attached, 
under folio DL27636F. 

 
 

Lands in ownership of Donegal County Council, Oldtown, Letterkenny.” 



 
 
MDL110/21 JOE BONNER ROAD 
 

 In answer to his question requesting an update on progress on the Joe Bonner 
Road, Cllr. Donal Coyle was advised: 

“A progress report on the Joe Bonner Road is included in the Roads Report for 
this meeting. It is planned that the works will be completed shortly after 
restrictions have been lifted. The opening of the road will be conditional on 
approval by a Safety Audit and as soon as all necessary approvals have been 
received we will programme the opening of the road.” 

MDL111/21 DEFECTIVE CONCRETE BLOCKS GRANT SCHEME 
 

 In answer to his question asking what the timeline is for applicants whose 
applications are lodged with Donegal County Council under the Defective 
Concrete Blocks Grant Scheme, Cllr. Donal Coyle was advised: 

“Over 180 applications have now been made under the Defective Concrete 
Blocks Grant Scheme. There has been a significant increase in applications since 
the start of 2021, with one-third of all applications being received in January 
2021. To date, 76 applications have been approved under the Scheme with the 
remainder either being assessed or awaiting further information. In general 
terms, approvals have issued to applicants on average within 2 months from 
date received. This takes into account the detailed assessment required in 
relation to each application, as well as periods where further information is 
awaited. The majority of applicants who have received stage 1 approvals have 
also received their initial grant payment towards the professional fees 
associated with the sampling, testing and their engineers report. To date, these 
payments have generally made within 2 weeks from receipt of bank account 
details.” 

MDL112/21 LETTERKENNY FLOOD RELIEF SCHEME 
 

In answer to his question requesting an update on the Letterkenny Flood Relief 
Scheme, Cllr. Gerry McMonagle was advised: 

 
“In May 2018, then Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure 
and Reform, Kevin Moran, T.D. launched 29 Flood Risk Management Plans for 
all the main river basins identifying an initial total of 118 flood relief projects to 
protect the main flood risk areas throughout the country.  This number 
increased to 119 with the addition of the Burnfoot project following a cost 
review after the 2017 floods.  These Plans and projects are a key part of the 
overall flood risk management strategy set out in the National Development 
Plan 2017 - 2028 involving total investment of almost €1 billion over the ten 
year time frame of that Plan. As it is not possible to implement all of the 119 
projects at the one time, a total of 57 projects have been prioritised by the 
OPW for the initial tranche of investment and delivery based on the level of risk 
and number of properties to be protected. 



In total, fifteen flood relief projects have been identified for County Donegal as 
part of the 119 projects in addition to the scheme for Raphoe which predates 
these 15 and is currently at Exhibition Stage.  To date, nine of the fifteen 
projects have been released and are at various stages of delivery as follows: 

• Burnfoot, Castlefinn, Glenties and Na Dúnaibh (collectively Donegal 
Bundle 1) are undergoing outline design by consultants RPS to develop a 
preferred option for submission to Planning. DCC are directly managing 
this bundle; 

• Kerrykeel is undergoing outline design by the OPW with support for 
DCC; 

• Ballybofey and Stranorlar, Buncrana and Ramelton (collectively Donegal 
Bundle 2) are in the process of having consultants appointed. DCC are 
directly managing this bundle; 

• Lifford is undergoing outline design by consultants RPS and Ryan 
Hanley.  OPW are directly managing this project with assistance from 
DCC. 

The OPW and the Council will be working closely over the coming years to 
progress these projects.  

The remaining six schemes, of which Letterkenny is one, await approval to 
proceed from the OPW.   

At the request of the Strategic Policy Committee for Climate Action and 
Environment the Council wrote to Patrick O'Donovan TD, Minister of State with 
responsibility for the Office of Public Works, requesting confirmation regarding 
the prioritisation of release of remaining schemes in the county.  When a 
response is received it can be circulated to members.” 

MDL113/21 DERELICT HOUSES 
 

 In answer to his question requesting an update on work done by Council in 
relation to identifying the owners of Derelict Houses in Letterkenny and the 
outcomes of that work, Cllr. Gerry McMonagle was advised: 

 
 “The Council identified a number of owners of derelict properties in the 

Meadowbank area of Letterkenny and made contact with them to outline the 
various levels of support available to bring the property back into productive 
use, such as the Repair and Lease Scheme and potential options to lease the 
property to the Council under the Long Term Leasing Scheme, Rental 
Accommodation Scheme, etc.  Since the initial intervention, the Council is still in 
discussions with a number of the property owners and it is hoped that they will 
avail of the supports available to bring the properties back into productive use.” 

 
 
 
 



MDL114/21 JOE BONNER ROAD 
 

In answer to his question when will the Joe Bonner Road be completed and 
open to the public, Cllr. Gerry McMonagle was advised: 

 
“A progress report on the Joe Bonner Road is included in the Roads Report for 
this meeting. It is planned that the works will be completed shortly after 
restrictions have been lifted. The opening of the road will be conditional on 
approval by a Safety Audit and as soon as approval has been received we will 
programme the opening of the road.” 

MDL115/21 STATISTICS OF VEHICULAR ACCIDENTS ON FOUR LANE ROAD 

In answer to his question requesting the statistics of all vehicular accidents on 
the Four Lane Road in Letterkenny for 5 years previous to the reduction of the 
Speed Limit from 100kph to 80kph and since the reduction of the Speed Limit 
to date, Cllr. Liam Blaney was advised: 

“Please see attached Spreadsheet giving the  statistics of all vehicular accidents 
on the Four Lane Road in Letterkenny from 2014 to 2019.” 

MDL116/21 COLLEGE FARM ROAD 

 In answer to his question requesting an updated report on what progress has 
happened in taking in charge of the small piece of road in College Farm Road, 
Cllr. Ciaran Brogan was advised: 

 
 “For the taking charge process to commence a public right of way must be 

established. We are currently in the process of attempting to establish a public 
right of way. When this is process is completed we will commence the taking in 
charge process.” 

 
MDL117/21 COMMUNITY & ENTERPRISE PROJECTS IN MUNICIPAL DISTRICT 
 

 In answer to his question requesting an updated report on Community & 
Enterprise projects in our Municipal District and a timeframe for same, Cllr. 
Ciaran Brogan was advised: 

 
 “See attached response.” 

 
MDL118/21 WALKING / CYCLING ROUTE FROM DUNNES OF ILLISTRIN TO MOUNTAINTOP 
 

 In answer to his question requesting an updated report on the new walking 
cycling route from Dunne’s of Illistrin to the Mountaintop, Cllr. Ciaran Brogan 
was advised: 

 
“DNRO has completed tender documentation for the Cycleway / Walkway from 
Illistrin to Mountain Top and has requested approval from TII to publish a 
tender for the Works. Pending TII approval to publish the tender it is hoped to 
commence and complete construction in Q2 and Q3 of 2021.” 



MDL119/21 JOE BONNAR ROAD 
 

 In answer to his question when do we expect the Joe Bonnar Road to open, 
Cllr. Michael McBride was advised: 

“A progress report on the Joe Bonner Road is included in the Roads Report for 
this meeting. It is planned that the works will be completed shortly after 
restrictions have been lifted. The opening of the road will be conditional on 
approval by a Safety Audit as soon as all necessary approvals have been 
received we will programme the opening of the road.” 

MDL120/21 BOTTLE BANKS FOR CHURCHILL 
 

 In answer to his question does Donegal County Council own any land in 
Churchill suitable for bottle banks, Cllr. Michael McBride was advised: 

 
“The Bring Bank facility previously located in Church Hill was removed following 
local requests.  There is currently a Bring Bank facility located in Trentagh 
which serves this area.” 

MDL121/21  DATE AND VENUE OF NEXT MEETING 
  
 It was agreed that the next MDL Meeting would be held on 9th March, 2021 in 
a venue to be confirmed. 
 
Cllr. Coyle hoped that the next Meeting might be able to be held in the Aura 
Leisure Centre as face to face meetings are better.  He thanked the Members 
and Staff for their cooperation. 
 
This concluded the business of the meeting. 
 
 
 
_____________________  ______________________ 
Mayor     Meetings Administrator 

 


